
23 February 2009 
 
Uganda Update #7 
 
My morning started late.  I did not realize how tired I was and had slept in till 9:30 am.  After breakfast I 
went to an internet café to check my email and transmit yesterdays update #6.  It had been too late for me to 
go that evening. 
 
After checking emails, I bought some airtime, as it had ran out.  Next I called a lawyer (received an email to 
do so) and my childhood friend Jennifer.  I took a nap after lunch.  Tomorrow I meet with Jennifer at 1:00 
pm, and with the lawyer at 4:00 pm.  I am thankful that I had a somewhat relaxing day.  I finally had a 
wonderful delicious meal of traditional tribal food.  The sun was not as hot today and we had a nice breeze. 
 
Today I would like to talk to you about Mary Smith and her school Airfield View Primary School.  Mary 
has been living in Uganda for about three years now (if I remember correctly), and she has some land where 
she will build a place for orphans.  Her vision is: “To rescue orphans who have been physically and sexually 
abused and who have escaped from the rebels, other orphans as God leads.  Children from Gulu, Sudan, 
persecuted Christians and children who have to flee for their lives”.  
 
Currently, Mary has six of these types of children that she has recently accepted to com live there with her 
that are from the northern area.  Four of them are orphans and the other two have a mother who lives in a 
refugee camp.  If you are interested in sponsoring one of these children, I have places their picture and 
information below. 
 
Now, Mary’s school is a perfect place for ministry work if you or you church is looking for mission work to 
do for however length of time.  Two weeks to 2 years or more.  She has everything you would need, barrels 
and barrels of teaching aids, books, crafts, movies, videos etc.  The only thing she does not have is help and 
she needs lots of it, I mean SHE NEEDS HELP.  I will be more than happy to help make arrangements for 
you.  She has room and board for missionaries to come and live at the school.  Mary also lives at the school, 
so you or your organization would be in close proximity to her and the children. 
 
I will put together more detailed information about Mary and the school upon my return to the USA.  
Following is the information on the orphaned and abandoned children in her school that she needs support 
for.  You may support them through Seeds of Hope International (SOHI) at $35/month or you could support 
them through her organization called Around The World With Jesus.  Please refer to her website at 
www.AroundTheWorldWithJesus.org.  Mary is not backed by a church or organization.  SOHI is a 
registered 501(c)(3) and you would be able to receive tax deduction for your contribution as I believe 
Mary’s organization is as well.  SOHI also has Mary Lou Kimball (a board member of SOHI) there to 
oversee, keep track of funds and make sure they are distributed accordingly. 
 
Again I would like to thank you for your prayers and support.  You truly have been a blessing to me and to 
the children here in the program. 
 
Thank you again and God bless, 
 
Juliet Ofwono 
Seeds of Hope International 
 
See below for information on the children. 
 
 



  

 
 

 
 

Barbara Akiiki 
Age 13 
DOB: June 13 1995 
 
Barbara is from Hoima (northern 
Uganda).  Her mother died when she 
was young.  Later her father also died.  
She was taken in by an aunt who 
mistreated her because she was not her 
own child.  Barbara was brought to 
Mary’s school in order for the abuse to 
stop, plus she had no where else to go. 

Brenda Akello 
Age 14 
Does not know her date of birth.   
 
Father died when she was 3 years old.  She 
never knew her mother.  She was cared for 
by an aunt who had once been a captive of 
the LRA rebels.  Brenda is from Gulu.   
She has no siblings. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Innoceent Ogeno (boy) 
Age 9 years 
Does not know date of birth 
From Gulu 
 
He has a sister named Eunice (see 
below). 
Innocent’s father was captured by the 
rebels and was killed.  His mother is in 
a refugee camp somewhere in Gulu.  
Innocent was being cared for by a 
woman who had taken him in.  This 
woman had been a captive of the rebels 
for years, was later sold as a slave to 
the Sudanese, and then later released.  
She returned home after about 23 years 
to find several children in what used to 
be her village and took them in.  
Innocent was one of these children. 
 

Jackie Aloyo 
Age 13 
DOB: March 21, 1995 
 Jackie is from Gulu. 
 
Father was a police man and was shot 
while fighting the LRA rebels.  The 
mother is alive in Gulu and is a 
Muslim.  Jackie became a born again 
Christian, and because of that her 
mother rejected her and kicked her out 
of the house.  Jackie’s mother has 
completely rejected her because she has 
refused to stop being a Christian.  She 
was brought to Mary’s school because 
she had no place to go. 



 
 

 
 
 

 

Rachael Poni 
Age 13 
DOB: 17 June 1996 
From Sudan 
 
Her father died when her mother was 
still pregnant with her.  Her mother 
died three months after she was born.  
She was raised by her grandmother 
who mistreated her.  She was later 
taken away by an aunt who had AIDS 
who took care of her.  Later the aunt 
was unable to care for her and was 
looking for someone to take care of 
Rachael.  A woman came and tried to 
sell Rachael to a witchdoctor.  Rachael 
was later taken to Mary’s school 
because she had no where else to go 
and to be kept from being sold to a 
witchdoctor. 

Eunice Oyela 
Age 11 
DOB unknown 
 
She has a brother named Innocent 
above.  Eunice’s father was captured by 
the rebels and was killed.  Her mother 
is in a refugee camp somewhere in 
Gulu.  Eunice was being cared for by a 
woman who had taken her in.  This 
woman had been a captive of the rebels 
for years, was later sold as a slave to 
the Sudanese, and then later released.  
She returned home after about 23 years 
to find several children in what used to 
be her village and took them in.  Eunice 
was one of these children. 


